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Shelby Area District Library 

LIBRARY LINGO 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT YOUR LIBRARY 

Celebration of the Trees Thank You 

What an amazing Celebration of the Trees last month!  Thank you to 

the Friends of the Library for all their hard work.  Special thanks to:  

Rick Isley & Ross Field (tree set-up), Tricia & Ed Parsekian (tree       

procurers), Emilee Best (holiday bazaar), donors of decorations, Jim 

Bedell (sign), Barb Hopper (musician chair), Diana Clark (host chair),  

Walkers & Talkers (gift card holders) Jessica Ege (soaps), Mary Ann 

Carey (gift baskets), all the hosts, helpers, musicians, delicious cookie 

donors, & Jim Young for reading the winning bids, Leon Ballast for  

everything, Cindy McKinnon (Celebration Chairperson), John              

McKinnon & Tom Best for helping Leon with road signs, and Oceana’s              

Herald Journal for  publicity.   

February is Library Lover’s Month 

We will offer special programming to “show the love” for libraries! 

Thursday February 2:  Pinterest Craft Club  

Tuesday February 7 & Saturday February 11:  Canvas Painting Class 

Monday February 13:  Heart Tote Bag 

Thursday February 23:  Sugar Scrub Lab 

Registration will be required for these upcoming events.  See next page 

for more information 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

Happy 2017!  We look forward to serving you in this new year.  Fun 

programming, exciting reads, computers with Internet, and a quiet and 

safe place to visit.  Stop by and see us soon! 

We had such a great turn out for our Snowman canvas painting classes 

last month.  Three classes with 43 participants.  Our next classes will be 

held in February and they are already full.  We offer these during the 

fall and winter months so watch for information to be posted around 

September of 2017. 

—Tiffany Haight, Library Director 
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“Everything you need for better future and success has already been 
written. And guess what? All you have to do is go to the library.  

—Henri Frederic Amiel 

TEN REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD VISIT THE SHELBY AREA DISTRICT  LIBRARY 

10. You can read to your children or grandchildren in our children’s room 

9. We have a well maintained local history room full of Oceana County treasures 

8. On-going hallway book sale (books are usually only 25 cents each!) 

7. Books on CD for those long commutes to work or doctor appointments 

6. Special programming (Scrabble Club, Book Tasting Book Club, and Pinterest Craft 
Club meets monthly) 

5. Storytime with Mrs. Sloan (bring your toddlers and preschoolers to this fun weekly 
event on Fridays at 11:30am) 

4.  Active Friends of the Library group and committed Library Board of Trustees —both 
care for this library and its patrons 

3.  We have a fireplace!   

2. Friendly staff (we make it our goal to say hello to everyone who walks through our 
doors!) 

1.  BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS (did we mention we have books?) 

WELCOME MARY SLOAN! 

FEBRUARY IS LIBRARY LOVER’S MONTH 

We welcome Mary Sloan to our library 

family.  Mary is a retired Shelby Public 

Schools teacher and has taught preschool, 

kindergarten, and 1st grade.  She took over 

storytime in December and will utilize 

years of experience to make this a fun 

weekly event for your children or           

grandchildren.  She is enthusiastic and 

loves books and reading to children.  She 

encourages parents to participate with 

their child(ren) so everyone is sure to have 

a good time!   

Storytimes with Mrs. Sloan are held on    

Fridays at 11:30am.  Caregivers and        

children are invited to join her for a fun 

time with stories, finger plays, music,  

playtime, and an art project.   

January’s Theme Schedule: 

January 6: Snowmen (Art:  Make a Paper 

Snowman) 

January 13:  Llama Llama by Anna 

Dewdney (Art:  Glue cotton on llama) 

January 20:   Penguins (Art:  Make Paper 

Plate Penguin) 

January 27:  Stars (Art :  Crayon Resist 

technique paint sky with stars in it) 

FEBRUARY SPECIAL EVENTS 

We will have a special event every 

week in February in honor of 

Library Lover’s Month.   

Thursday February 2 at 6pm 

is Pinterest  Craft Club and we will 

make a no-sew heart pillow.    

Registration will begin on January 

6.   

Tuesday February 7 and    

Saturday February 11—canvas 

painting classes.  CLASSES ARE 

FILLED. 

We will use a pencil eraser and 

paint to create a heart tote bag on 

Monday February 13 at 6pm.  

Registration will begin on             

January 12. 

Sugar Scrub Lab 101 will be held 

on Thursday February 23 at 

6pm.  We will make a few           

varieties of sugar scrubs which are 

perfect for dry winter skin!         

Registration will begin on            

January 12. 

These classes are for teens and 

adults only.   
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LINES FROM LEON (FRIENDS PRESIDENT) 
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LIBRARY CALENDAR 

 

MONDAY JANUARY 2       

LIBRARY CLOSED 

THURSDAY JANUARY 5  

PINTEREST CLUB 6PM 

FRIDAY JANUARY 6   

STORYTIME 11:30AM 

WEDNESDAY JAN. 11 

FRIENDS MEETING 

5PM 

FRIDAY JAN. 13        

STORYTIME 11:30AM 

FRIDAY JAN. 20        

STORYTIME 11:30AM 

TUESDAY JAN. 24      

LIBRARY BOARD   

MEETING 5PM  

FRIDAY JAN. 25        

STORYTIME 11:30AM 

 

Thank you and Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

As you probably have heard by now, the 22nd annual Celebration of the 

Trees was a wonderful success.  With all your help, and the guidance of 

Cindy McKinnon, our chair, and the help of Emilee Best, we raised 

$4,400.00.  We couldn’t do this kind of event for all of these years   

without the continued support of so many people in the community and 

the active participation as volunteers by so many of the Friends.  So, 

thank yous are definitely in order. 

We also thank the people of the Oceana Herald Journal for their        

continued support.  Andrew Skinner, the editor, makes sure we get 

good press coverage, and Jim Young, the publisher, has helped us by 

reading final bids. 

Our next fundraiser and request from the community is our February 

“Love Your Library, and Love Your Friends” promotion.  You will recall 

that we did this a couple of years ago, and it was a great mechanism for 

getting folks to renew their membership in the Friends of the Library 

with either help or a monetary donation.  Watch for the poster in your 

mail or email, and renew or join the Friends.   

And then, back for another year, is the “Little Chair-ity” event.  I’ve    

collected about 50 chairs, wagons, sleds, high chairs, and cribs that will 

be available for artist selection the first part of March.  As you know, 

this events starts in March with artist pick up of an item to re-do or      

re-purpose with a return of the completed item in June.  These items 

are then put on display for silent auction that ends on a Saturday in   

July.  I’m very pleased that Cindy McKinnon will be chairing this event 

again this year.  Please give her all the support she will need to make 

this fundraiser for the children’s section of the library a great success 

again this year.   

Another subject, and one that is quite difficult for me to discuss, is that 

I’ll be resigning as the President of the Friends at the end of this year.  

I’ve been at this for 10 years, and would have been here longer, but  

Paula and I have sold our house here and will be moving to the Grand 

Rapids area early next year.  We’ll both continue to have great fondness 

for this area, and for all of the good friends we have made here.  I also 

thank the community for the support given me as President of this 

Friends group.   

So, with that, I bid you goodbye, and wish all of you a very Merry 

Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

Leon 

 

The next Friends meeting will be held on Wednesday January 11 at 5pm. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have questions about the 

voting process, please don’t 

hesitate to contact the library 

at 231-861-4565 or              

shelbyadl@gmail.com.        

We’d be happy to assist you! 

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@ShelbyLibrary 

 

HOW TO VOTE 

DIGMICHNEWS FINALIST 
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GREAT NEWS!  The Shelby Area District Library is one of five finalists in 

CMU Clarke Historical Library’s DigMichNews digitizing competition!  

Thanks to Local History Room staff Jeremy Gowell and Diane Hendrixon for 

their hard work during the application process!  Here is our story: 

SPECIAL FEATURES OR UNIQUE ASPECTS OF OUR PAPER OR PAPERS:   

Our community’s earliest newspaper, the Shelby Independent, began in 1880 as a 

weekly and was published into the early part of 1884.  After that was the Shelby       

Enterprise.  We only have four paper copies of that newspaper from 1886-1997, and 

don’t know how long it was published.  In 1893 the Oceana Herald began and in the 

1990’s merged with the Hart Journal and became the Oceana Herald Journal.  This is a 

short history of the two newspapers that are on microfilm at the Shelby Area District 

Library’s Local History Room.   

Our area in the county of Oceana, was organized in 1862 and under the name of      

Benona.  The name of the settlement called Benona was changed to Shelby in 1866 and 

in 1885 was incorporated as the village of Shelby.  This newspaper contains many   

stories of pioneer residents that cleared the land, built homes, began businesses in the 

downtown, and were dairy and fruit farmers.  Early industries included a sawmill, crate 

and basket factory, and a canning factory.  Because of the local lumbering business, the 

area also had a large number of coal kilns.  The newspaper was a resident’s only news 

source in the days before radio and television and was how they found out about births, 

deaths, marriages, and who went to visit family and friends on Sunday afternoons.  The 

Shelby Independent/Oceana Herald told of the role that the large flocks of passenger 

pigeons nesting in the area played in the early life of Shelby.  In the 1870’s the village 

economy was in decline.  During this time thousands of passenger pigeons would nest 

in and around nearby woodlands.  Many hunters came to the area to trap and kill them 

in large quantities.  The birds were then shipped on the railroad that went through 

Shelby.  This enterprise was a major boost to the local economy and Shelby thrived.  

Pigeon hunting went on for quite a few years until the birds were hunted to extinction.  

The last living passenger pigeon, named Martha, died in Ohio on September 1, 1914 at 

the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens.  The pigeon hunting activity made big news 

in the paper.  Meanwhile the village increased in population, churches and schools 

were built, and a community was created.  High school graduations were held at the 

local Opera House above the local bank until a new high school was built after an    

earlier one burned.  That early bank was established and is still in business today after 

a few name and building changes.  Automobile dealerships and garages were part of 

the business scene.  A large number of gasoline stations occupied the village mostly on 

the state highway that ran through the town.  This newspaper tells the story of our  

pioneer settlement that was established and grew, had hard times, good times, growth 

and decline, changes that have been typical of small towns everywhere.   

REASON WHY WE BELIEVE THIS PAPER(S) SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE 

ONLINE: 

The Oceana Herald should be made available online to preserve a vital resource to our 

county’s history and provide easy access for research.  Oceana County has mainly had 

this one newspaper to record all of the happenings in this small rural agricultural   

community.  One of the major concerns with microfilm is keeping the old microfilm 

machine working.  Over the past few years our old microfilm machine has had       

problems printing pages for researchers and sometimes requires some TLC to make it 

work correctly.  We have looked into new microfilm machines, but at the price they will 

cost us, we wonder if it is worth it when it will cost just as much to digitize the          

microfilm.  Costs of both these processes are a major concern for our library as we 

don’t have extra money to work with serving in a rural area.  Another major concern 

with the microfilm is worrying about how the film is holding up.  A way to preserve the 

quality of the microfilm copies we have is to get them digitized.  If the microfilm is  

digitized and available online, it would decrease the use of the actual microfilm which 

would help preserve the oldest microfilm we have.   



Continued from page 4…. 

If the microfilm is put online it would not only help with preserving the film, it would help researchers who are 

not in our area access historical information.  Putting the Oceana Herald online would greatly help those who 

have roots in Oceana County, but now live elsewhere and are looking for information on their family or events 

that happened in the county.  The Local History Room at the Library gets numerous inquiries from people who 

don’t live here, but need information from old newspapers. Having the newspaper online would also help in 

these situations because not only would the researcher be able to access the newspaper from home, it would  

allow a much easier way to find what they are looking for.  On the microfilm you have to scour through the  

newspapers, sometimes for hours, looking very carefully at each page to find what you are looking for.  If it was 

available online you could find what you are looking for in a matter of minutes simply by typing in a date or   

subject.  Our county would greatly benefit from having the Oceana Herald online since none of the libraries or 

the Historical Society in our county have the paper available online.   

 

We will host #DigOceana Postcard Making Days on Wednesday January 4 (from 9am-5pm), 

Wednesday January 11 (from 9am-5pm), and Saturday  January 14 (from 9am-1pm).  We will 

have postcards ready for you to design with crayons and colored pencils. This is for children, 

teens, and adults!  The Library will send out all postcards made on those days.  Please support 

your library and our Local  History Room by attending!  If you’re not able to attend, you may 

send a postcard of your own.  The postcard must include a Michigan image, such as a Michigan 

landmark.  Write #DigOceana in the message space, and mail to Clarke Historical Library, 250 

E. Preston Street, Mt. Pleasant, MI  48859.  THANK YOU! 

  5 

Thanks to a $1,000 donation from the Friends of the Shelby Area District Library, 

we were able to add to our DVD and Juvenile Non-Fiction collections.           

THANK YOU FRIENDS!! 

NEW HISTORY BOOKS IN JUVENILE NON-FICTION COLLECTION: 

A Primary Source Investigation of the Alamo, 12 Incredible Fact about the D-Day 

Invasion, The D-Day Invasion of Normandy, 12 Most Amazing American Battles, 

American Indian Stories and Legends, The French and Indian War, World War II 

Naval Forces, The Battle of the Atlantic, The American Revolution (Series:  Major 

U.S. Historical Wars), The American Revolution (Series:  Age of Revolution),     

Ojibwe History and Culture, Aztec History and Culture, Comanche History and  

Culture, Oneida History and Culture, Seminole History and Culture, What Were the 

Twin Towers? 

NEW DVDS: 

Sarah’s Key, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, Schindler’s List, Secrets of the Dead:  

Jamestown’s Dark Winter, First Peoples, Three Sovereigns for Sarah, The           

Pagemaster, Matilda, Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat (starring Mike Myers), Dr. 

Seuss’ The Lorax (voice of Danny DeVito), The Book of Life, Ken Burns:  The Dust 

Bowl, NOVA:  Operation Lighthouse Rescue, NOVA:  Iceman Reborn, Miracles 

from Heaven, Me Before You, A Bone to Pick:  An Aurora Teagarden Mystery, Real 

Murders:  An Aurora Teagarden Mystery, West Side Story, Arsenic and Old Lace, 

Tora! Tora! Tora!, Titanic, The Witches, The Three Musketeers, The Man in the Iron 

Mask, The Count of Monte Cristo, Brooklyn 

 

DVDS AND BOOKS PURCHASED BY FRIENDS DONATION 



BECOME A FRIEND OF THE LIBRARY 

You can become a Friend by making an annual donation, volunteering for one of the 

Friends’ projects, or helping to improve the library in any way.  Annual donations 

are used to support programs, purchase materials, and  promote interest in reading 

and learning. 

Name:___________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________________ 

Email:___________________________________ 

Newsletters are sent free via e-email.  If you would like to  receive the newsletter via regular 

postal mail, please let us know so we can accommodate your request. 

 

Please make checks payable to Friends of SADL and send to:   

Shelby Area District Library/Friends * 189 Maple Street * Shelby, MI  49455 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Shelby Area District Library 
189 Maple Street 
Shelby, MI 49455 

Phone:  231-861-4565 
Fax:  231-861-6868 

Email:  shelbyadl@gmail.com 
Website:  www.shelbylibrary.org 


